78                             " THE LAXD  OF  CHARITY."

Tigers and leopards, or cheetahs, are also common and often
dangerous. Bewards are paid by the Government for their
destruction. During 18G9 the skins of 23 royal tigers and
112 cheetahs, killed by natives, were brought to the Dewan's
office for the reward. Their depredations had been on the
increase. Poor people are sometimes seized, carried off, and
devoured by the tigers. An instance of the boldness and
audacity of these beasts was related to me by the gentleman
to whom it happened. He had a little house near his estate
in the mountains, with a back room in which a milch cow
was secured at night. One evening while sitting reading he
heard a scuffling noise in the back room, and stepped into it
to discover the cause. The cow was gone. A tiger had
actually been bold enough to enter and carry it off. Next
day he found the remains partly devoured, and watched
the whole of the succeeding night in a tree to have a shot at
the depredator; but the night was so dark that this proved
impracticable.

The flesh of the tiger is supposed by the natives to
possess medicinal properties, and its claws strung round
the neck of a child are relied on to preserve it from the
evil eye.

Black cheetahs are occasionally caught. Several of these
are exhibited in the zoological collection at Trevandrum,
where the female lately produced four cubs. These are pro-
bably a mere variety rather than a different species, as the
spots can easily be seen through the dark hair when the light
shines strongly on the skin.

Several species of deer are found in these mountains. The
smallest is a beautiful creature about the size of a hare, and
most graceful in its form and movements. Another species is
the spotted deer, about the size of a calf; and a third,
the sambliur, dark brown in colour, is as large as an ordi-
nary ox. There are also antelopes, and the wild goat or ibex.